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By JOHN SPARGO.
HE rapidly mounting pile of books

dealing with Bolsbevism from
every conceivable viewpoint is most en-
vournging., Indeed, I am disposed to

regard it as the most encournging fact
in the intellectual hife of contemporary
America. It means that we have shaken
off our sloth and are rapidly overcoming
our intelleetunl unpreparedness to meet
the grim chailenge hurled againet us by
the ehampions of the Dictatorship of the
Prolelarini. There are still, T suspert,
many persons in this great republic who
do not know the difference hetween Bol-
shevismm and Buddbism, and many more
who do mot know whether the Dictator-
ship of the Proletariat is o new disease,
like shell shock, for example, or whether
it is one of those bothersome diplomatie
agreements eoncerning territorial eonces-
sions in the Balkans, Asia Minor, or some
other mysterious geograplieal area.

The number of such persons, however,
is very much less tham it was a little
while ago snd iz rapidly diminishing.
Just as we soccoeded in rapidly mobiliz-
ing the forees of the nation against Ger-
man militarism, s0 we are sneeceding in
the rapid mobilization of our intelleetnal
forees agminst aggressive mulitarist Com-
munism. Democracy, Amerieanism

ideally the two are synmonymous—will be

upheld. ‘
Charles Edward Russell is in many re-
tpects o perfect exemplar of the bighest

and hest type of American joumalism. °

Sure, but never arrogantly eocksure,
serions and well informed, but never
ponderous, equally skilled in the use of
biudgeon and rapier, he bas long been
known -2 one of the most militant foes
of mprivilege and oppression, one of the
mast valiant champions of democracy. I

pect, to the fael that they think of demoe-
racy as & sort of heirloom bequeathed
to us by the fathers, a finished and per-
focted thing to be earcfully preserved,
. while Mr. Russell, like Maxzini, whom he
resembles in many Yespeets, concedves
democracy as a living and growing spirit,
ever enlarging its sphere.

If Bolshevism merely menaced an in-
stitulion labelled “Democracy” Mr. Rns-
sell would have been quite indifferent to
it. He is aronsed and enfers the list
against it beesuse its mennmce is fo the
living, pulsing and growing life on which

sheviki and the weapon forger is the
fundamental faith in democracy, and
therefore in Ameriea, which has always
inspired the weapon forger. That faith
in democracy is feared and hated by the
Rolsheviki as they never feared and
hated Czarism.

II’ o

Mr. Ruossell's theme is Bolshevism and
the United Btates. If the Bolshevist
leaders were content to confine their ef-
forts to Russia, if Bolshevism &id not
spread boyond the domains of the wast
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former empire of the Romanoffs, he
might have Jeft it alone, trusting to the
Russinn people the task of securing their
own destiny, Bul, as he shows very
elearly, Bolshevism is confined in po such
civele. Its apologists and spostles are
everywhere. They desire to have us em-
brace it here in the land of Lineoln.
They would set up bere the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat. These things inspire
Mr. Russell’s relentless investigation.. He
strips Balshevism stark naked, exposes
its essential eharseter and its intentions
and aspirations as far as these concern
the Uniled States, and then demands of
his felow ecitisens that they face the
challenge.

The story told in these pages in ad-
mirable outline is supported by an ample
volume of unimpeachable evidence, so
ihat its truth is established beyoud ques-
A “cloud of witnesses,” including
leaders of the Bolsheviki and their prin-
eipal journals, - establish these facts:
When the firt Rassiun revolution over-

every mistake they could possibly make
by their lack of i i
the people of Russis into
temper the statesmen of Germany desired.

History will, I believe, make it qguite
plain and clear that -one of the prineipal
factors in bringing about the overthrow
of Kerensky and the econsequent inev-
itable triumpk of the Lenine-Trotzky con-
spiracy was the singularly unintelligent
policy of Russis’s allies.

Onee they succeeded “in overturning
the Kerensky Government, the Bolsheviki
instituted a regime more oppressive, more
savagely cruel laan that of Czar Nicholas
II., and & buodred times less efficient to
provide the necessities of life.

Unlike many of those who have writ-
ten aguinst Bolshevienm, Mr. Rassell is
most eareful to establish the competenee
and trustwosthiness of the witnesses upon
whose testimony he relies. He is not im-
partial and does not pretend to be. Any-
body who professes impartislity in this
great diseussion is obviously insineere
and untruthful Mr. Rassell’s merit lies
in the fairness and intellectunl integrity
with which he presents his case. Nof for
him are the numerous sensational and mn-
verified newspaper stories of atrocitiew
and crimes. He quotes the official or-
gans of the Bolsheviki and the testimony
of witnesses of established repute for
whose veracity be ean vouch. When one
has read and digested the mass of testi-
mony thus offered, the justice of Gorky's
scathing summary is realized. “We have
exchanged an autoeracy of scoundrels for
an autoeracy of sayages,” wrole the bitter
genius.

The utler ineapacity of these reekless
experimenters to carry on the economic
processes essential to o modern civilized
nation is set forth by Mr. Russell with
inexorable logie and an amplitude of de-
tailed information for which he is en-
titled to our gratitude. It is an old ecry,
levelled tauntingly against the Socialists,
that in the Socialist movement there are
too many who want to manage the world,
while they have not demonstrated their
capaeity to manage the simplest business.
In the days when he was still a Soeialist
Jahn Burns said to the Social Demoeratie
Federation of England, “You want to
manage the affairs of the nation, but you
haven't the eapacity to manage a whelk
stall” Bome of the Bolshevist leaders
arg leamed in abstract economics, but
useful as that sort of learning unques-
tionsably is, it is impossible to do without
that bard practicality which means teeh-
nieal efficiency. All the Bolshevist
theories afforded sbout as good an equip-
ment for organizing and managing the
industrial life in Bossia and of provid-
ing for all that abundanee of material
well being without” which the ideals of
socislism ean never be realized as would
a eourse of novel reading or a summer of
silly flirtations at & seaside resort.

This complete failure of the Bolsheviki
{o secure ecOBomie efficiency was by no
means due to the secidentsl eircumstanee

that wrong individuals were chosen. The
persanal equation is of very little moment
here. Bolshevism is inherently ineapable
of producing an ordered, stable and ef-
ficient economic life. No ome ean read
the evidence which Mr. Russell has pre-
sented here and arrive at any other con-
clusion, If our Bolsheviki. near Bolshe-
viki and parlor revolutionists tell us that
they deplure the “regrettable excesses” in
Russia; that they believe that these can
be avoided in the TUnited States, the one
effective reply to them is that it ean be
demonstrafed that the Bolshevist theory
is incapable of realization im practice
except at the ecost of the eéfficiency in
production and distribution already at-
tained. Here, in the esonomie field, as
well as in political and social eulture,
Bolshevism—even if purged of its vile
emcesses—is a refrogression and not a
progression. It ineseapably means a re-
turn to the ways of the dark and ernel
past from which emancipation was gained
by so moeh holy sacrifiee.

III.

Perhaps the most interesting part of
Mr. Russell’s book is his evaluation of the
character and motives of Lenine. Right-
I think, he acquits Lenine of the
of eorruption which has so often
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ignorance,
terror and ecredulity are inexirieably
mixed. In a nation of people ealmed and
widely diffused edueation and eomstitu-
tional political action the mind of Lenine
would have been at a hopeless disad-
vantage in contest with that of Plechanov.
That this is true, an examination of
Lenine's philogophieal and taetical theories
will I believe show. Marx wite his Com-

day after seven'y-two years, we ean only
conjectare. But we ean be quite certain
that he wonld not have elung to the let-

ussell on Bolshevism, as Spargo Sees Him

ter of the produection of 1247, as Lenine
does to-day. The very faet that he in-
sists that the manifesto which was writ-
ten in the closing vears of the first half
of the pineteenth century applies to the
wholly different world of the present in-
dicates a serious limitstion of Lenine's
intelleet which alone suffices to deny him
the great eminence claimed for him.
Take, too, the dogma of the “dictator-
ship of the proletariat,” which Marx de-
veloped in the manifesto, though it was
not original with him. When Marx wrote
there was not a country in Earope, includ-
ing (Ireat Britain, in which the wage-
worker possessed the franchize. The
workers were not eitizens. This eondition
of politieal inferiority and subservience,
not less than the shsence of property, was
included in Marx's use of the term “pro-
letariat.” A whole eyele of change has
oceurred: in every European country the
workers have not only gained the fran-
chise, but their representatives have en-
tered the parliaments. Yet, for Lenine,
these changes are without sigmificance.
There must be no change of policy: no
new thinking must be considered or even
permiited. Conld there be weightier dem-
onsiration of intelleetual stagnation?

IV.

I wish that every legislator and every
Jjudicial offieial in the United States could
be compelled to read Mr. Russell's hook
and some means devised to make them
understand its most gignificant pages. In
particular, it would be a very wholesome
thing if the various investigating bodies
crealed to examine this “red terrur” could
be restricted in their membership to men
and women (I have as yet noled no in-
stance where a woman hae a place in any
such commitiee) known to have read this
book with understanding. We should then
be saved from the folly, and worse than
folly, of relying upon drastic ehanges in
the penal eode to rid us of the menace of
Bolshevism. Such brutal repression as we
find advoeated almost every day (hysteri-
cal abandonment of demoeratic liberties)
will increase the Bolshevist mensce, not
diminish it

Bolshevism is the produet. mainly, of
ignoranee, politieal and eeonomie injus-
tice and oppression and the despair which
these produce. The dictatorship of the
platocrat inevitably brings to life the
threat of a dictatorship of the proletariat.
The one is as bad as the other. Mr. Rus-
sell cites the terrible dictat.rship of plu-
toerney at Ludlow, Col, as an illuminat-
ing demonstration of this. The remedy is
demoeracy, not omly in the political or-
panization of the nation, but in its in-
dustry and in its eulture. .

There is abroad in the world—not onl
in Russia, but in England and here in
America—a profound and growing scep-
tieism of . The reason is not
far to seek; it was promised that demoe-
racy would prove fo be the solvent for all
ills, but the ills remain. Of what use,
then, is democrmey? men are asking.
Must we not eonfess that we have not
tried very earnestly yet? We
have kept it out of the most important
spheres of life, especially of industry and
commeree. Here plutoeracy rules, safe-
guarded by our nominally democratic po-
litieal instrumentalities. Even in politics
we have inmsted that the structural forms
conditions and a greatly changed and en-
lurged electorate,

Mr. Russcll dees not pretend to offer a
programme which will eradicate, Bolshev-
ism. He does, however, indieate the broad
principles which must be made the basis
of such a programme. That is one of the
many merits of a most admirable book.
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